Bike and Brunch

by Michael Mead

Six Brave souls showed up to battle the bright
sun and 75 degree temperatures to take part
in our latest Bike and Brunch. We started out at
the Bank of Montecito on upper State and headed
north(or is it west?) on Calle Real soaking up the
sunshine and admiring the hillsides still green
from all the rain we received this past winter.
Past Patterson we wound through residential
areas with little traffic, sometimes having whole
streets to ourselves. At Los Caneros, we turned
toward Hollister and made our way over the
freeway and headed to the Cajun Kitchen. We
got right in, and before long we were enjoying
the delicious breakfasts of the Cajun Kitchen. We
had a Happy Birthday toast to Michele Neilsen,
who couldn’t be there due to an impending house
tenting (you missed a free breakfast!) and then
headed back, choosing an alternate route through
the university. The weather was perfect, and
the company was perfect. We finished up with
most of the day yet to be experienced. Our next
Bike and Brunch will take place on Sunday, April
11th, and will probably be the Ojai ride, weather
permitting. More information will be forthcoming
on our website and the email blast.

|_ake Cachuma

l:.eb 13th weekend, a few Ski Club members did
an impromptu camping trip at Lake Cachuma,
Karen and Charlie, Marcie and Ralph, Tom, Bill
and myself. We took advantage of the beautiful
weather over the President’s Day weekend and
drove our campers up to Lake Cachuma on Fri-
day evening for the long weekend. On Saturday
morning we took a Nature Cruise on the lake
and viewed Bald Eagles, Ospry, nesting Grey
Herons, Canadian Geese and many more local
birds. The Nature cruise was a very pleasant 2
hour excursion and the lake waters were high due
to the recent rains. Afterwards, there was a bike
ride, in the evening we had a yummy pot luck
dinner and then toasted marshmellows around
the fire place. Sunday morning the local museum
on site had a garage and book sale and we all
managed to purchase something. | collected a few
cookbooks and enjoyed browsing and relaxing at
the campsite. We had wonderful adjoining sites
with scenic views of lake. (photo above). While
ski season is still going strong and we have not
started our “official” summer sports, you can
always contact ski club friends, with your ski
buddy directory, and enjoy outdoor events with
them year round. We’ll be having many more
camping trips this year, so stay tune. -Lily



Fun at Mammoth-Feb 18th TriP

F— very trip is exciting with new friends and new
L__parts of the mountain to ski. This bus trip
welcomed some new members, Karen Gumtow,
David Landecker, and Michael Gutin (the famous
accordion player at our music night) and a couple
of stragglers who have been absent for a while:
Leanne Lintula, Bob Bartlett, and my son Chris
Doolittle.

Friday was sunny “top to bottom” and we all
stole every piece of unmarked snow we could
find. The best areas were Lost in the Woods and
Coyote Chutes which had fresh untracked snow.
Saturday bit us with very hard “hail snow” and
poor visibility but did not keep us off the slopes.
Sunday was better with light snow most of the
day but again, pretty poor visibility. The troops
were angling for an early departure but most of us
stayed out until the bitter end. Snow conditions
kept getting better (in the trees) and we found
excellent snow at Lost in the Woods and just off
Mambo on Chair 6.

| have only a few stories to tell and the first is
a tragic one. Talk about a “Double Rolling Rock
Award” which was given hands down to Ritva
Hiltunen. On Friday (skiing with Tony “the
Tailor” Marzio on Cornice), she caught an edge
and broke her Tibia right where it connects to
the knee. After a ride to “le Hospitalet”, they
decided to brace it and order that the very
complex surgery be done in Santa Barbara instead
of Mammoth and sent her home. Blessed be to
Michele Nielson who went to help Ritva make
it through the weekend when Ritva (who needed
lessons on how to navigate on crutches) fell in
her bathroom and broke her wrist. Now she was
in real trouble. Michele also injured her shoulder
trying to get Ritva off the floor. Thank god Ritva
is pretty lean. Steve Sherwin and Karen Lehrer
came over to give adjustments and comfort and
our hero Mark Williamson got Ritva back to SB
(2" time this season his medical transport has
been put to use).

Other stories are quite tame. Steve Crawford
and Sherwin/Lehrer went to June Mountain in

the bad visibility and claimed it was perfect sunny
weather over there- we just may remember that
for next time. A bunch of us played Texas Hold-
em and unfortunately we let Mark Findley win
both nights (which really is better than letting
Tara Sweeney win again). We are after his money
and will not stop until revenge is served.

The Saturday night potluck was excellent as
usual. Victor Evarone brought great homemade
tamales and pulled pork, Susan Schneiderbauer
made the Kkiller apple strudel and there was
plenty of other good food. We even let Brunner
win a game of Hearts on the way home.

As you can see, only fun and laughter was had by
all and if | missed anybody’s story, | apologize.
See you on the next trip or next season- Don’t

-Tom Doolittle

Lots of Helping Hands in action, Mark Findley
bringing a basket of fruit to cheer Ritva.

| am speaking for Dennis Errio as well as myself,
we are overwhelmed by the loving caring sup-
port that the Ski Club members have lavished on
us. Neither one of us could have managed the
challenge of daily living the first month after our
accidents, when even the small things are beyond
our capabilities. We are both very thankful for
your help. What a great group of friends .

-Ritva Hiltunen



We had nearly a full bus and more than 10
other club members drove up separately and
“brought our party to the mountain”.

We welcomed a couple of first timers: Debbie
Arch (care of El Presidente Michael), Rod Keller,
and Mike Setka. We also welcomed a couple of
stragglers (past club members who had been away
for more than 2 years): Caroline Klein and Chuck
E Umstead who came all the way from Saratoga
Springs New York to be with us again. Chuck is
one of the “original Mad Dogs” and it was fun to
be with him and even more fun to play pool with
him as my partner- we were undefeated. Don’t
ask about the movie selection on the way up if
you value your life.

Saturday was great with a lot of windblown snow
appearing- several of us stayed on Wipeout all
afternoon because it just kept getting better.
Our potluck was far less than the usual awesome
display of food (definitely missing the fantastic
contribution that Victor Evarone usually brings)
so this is one area of improvement in the future.

Mammoth-Mar 19th Tr
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After the potluck, a number of us played poker
again. There were accusations of meddling and
affecting the eventual winner so | will stop there
about that story.

Sunday was a bit more restrained but we still had
fun on Dave’s, Dropout, and many other places.
A whole group of us went to Roberto’s for dinner
and then to Grumpy’s for pool but | think just
about everybody was in bed by 11 pm.

Monday was much colder. Joan saved my life
by sweet talking the Lost and Found guy into
giving me an old turtleneck which staved off the
cold weather. Dave’s and Upper Dry Creek were
clearly the best of the day.

Unfortunately, there were two injuries: David
Gilkeson tweaked his knee on Saturday and Carol
Greene, her knee on Monday. But, it sure beats
the last couple of injury prone trips.

| have two un-sanctioned awards to bestow after
watching a lot of the club during the year: Most



improved in my opinion is Karen Fox who can now hang with us but chooses not to; and best form is
Will Bakewell who gracefully threads the mountain every time on the way down.

There is only one more club trip this year- Ski Club Appreciation on April 15-18. Get on that
drive-up trip. Contact 1800-mammoth for room reservations, use our Club ID 10614 for discount. Go
to SB Ski Facebook Group pages to share roommate and carpool information. If you need help with
Facebook, contact our Web Master, Tom Cameron at tcameron®@cox.net or 689-8139. We hope to see
each of you next season as we start this all over again. -Tom Doolittle
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Jackson Hole Feb 27th-Mar 6th




Jackson Hole Trip Report

38 of us trekked up to beautiful Jackson Hole for
a week of fun. Good news is that we had lots of
it; bad news is that we had to work with mediocre
spring skiing conditions.
There are many items of interest to write about-
| hope that | do a fair job at sampling some
of them. Although there were no “true first
timers”, we did have some first year members on
the trip such as Dave Gilkeson and Andy Snyder,
and some stragglers who had not been with us
for a while but came out again: most notably
the newly married Cindy White-Ebenstein (aka
"“OBOR” which is short for Out of Bounds, Over
the Ropes in Saratoga Bowl), Chris Haskell (aka
“Sure-foot” - ask him how he got this name), Rick
Mayer and Ron Newman, and Stan Krome.
Charlie Mugler got the “Rolling Rock”
award for actually taking down a snowboarder,
instead of vice-versa. Robert Palmer has clinched
the “Club’s fastest skier” label with his new

Explorer 177’s, Lily Smolenske spontaneously
took to the air as a tandem hang glider and
really enjoyed it, our “queen in the gold suit”,
Annelie Zeise who just dances all the time down
the slopes, and Santi Visalli is clearly the clubs
oldest skier at 78 (in fact, we are all going to Italy
in 2012 to celebrate his 80" birthday. Speaking
of birthdays- we pulled off a complete surprise
birthday party for Dennis Forster who is turning
70, complete with a cake that was personally
delivered by his two sons, Brian and Jeff who
flew in for the occasion and made this such a
special event- we got him to cry which was the
goal. We love you Bullet!!!!

None of us skied Corbett’s Couloir (which
was closed because it was a 25’ jump just to get
into it) but a bunch of us skied Tensleep Bowl
which was the next best thing and actually had
fresh powder for most of the morning. | have
to admit that | never would expect that Victor
Evarone would get religion but preparing to
enter the Expert Chutes run with Robert, Michael
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Snyder, Chris Baxter, Gregg Patronyk and I, |
actually heard him mutter: “What am | doing up
here without a helmet?”

We skied Grand Targhee one day and
everybody saw the huge draw that it has for
powder and fantastic Teton views. Seven of us
climbed to the top of Mary’s Nipple (including
Brian Murphy and Chris Haskell) to get fresh
tracks all the way down.

Nine of us (including Dave’s son Taylor
from Bozeman) went snowmobiling for 78 miles
to Togowetee Creek. Chris “3-Tree” Baxter had
the best crash and Gregg Patroynk is now called
“Tippy” for putting his sled completely on its
side. We had such good time running through 4’
of untracked powder in the meadow areas.

Night time fun was everywhere with the
great restaurants, the Cowboy Bar with its line
dancing, and everybody went in several of the
fabulous art galleries as well as hanging out apres
ski at the Mangy Moose or touring the National
Wildlife Art Museum. Stan Krome organized a
sleigh ride for 17 of us to the National Elk Refuge
which is just amazing but so was watching the
full moon rise over the mountains from the Snake
River Brewery/Pub. This was just a great trip.
Come join us next year as we continue this fine

tradition.




Lily getting ready...
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More Jackson Hole Pix




CLASSIFIED

Mammoth Premier Condo rental w/spa, sauna
& indoor pool. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, walking
distance to town. Call Angelo & Marie Granaroli
for details at 684-5104

Vail Condo rental - 1 bedroom + sofa sleeper,
health club, Jacuzzi, pool, on bus route, 25%-off
for all Ski Club members. Call Greg at 969-3121

Mammoth Condo For Rent 1 bedroom in the
center of town. 25% discount for all ski club
members. Call Ritva at 682-6072 or visit online
at: http://ritva.net/kve/

Mammoth Condo - 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, +
2 bedroom, 1 bath loft. Sleeps 8 - 9. Covered
parking. On shuttle line, close to Canyon Lodge.
Call Robert at 963-4236 or Visit online
http://vacationrentals.com/vacation-
rentals/12786.html

Mammoth Condo, St. Anton next to lift, Canyon
Lodge. Underground parking, all amenities.
Sleeps 4. Excellent rates esp. mid-week. Contact
Mike Clevenger at 805-564-3092.
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DR. STEVE SHERWIN

Chiropractor

805.682.2297
ssherwin@earthlink.net
1725-B State Street « Santa Barbara « CA 93101

569-3967

TONY MARZIO
TAILOR

Alterations for Men and Women
Specialist in Suede and Leather

30 W. MISSION #3
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93101

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE

Let our Ski Club members know what you do!
Place your ad or business card in the Sitzmark for
S99 per year. (10 issues) or $50 for six months.
For more information, please contact Ski Club
President or Sitzmark Editor.
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+ 40 Oceanview Tropical
Decor Non-Smoking Rooms

.+ « Free Continental Breakfast

i .é View unDi_
5

3 Spanish
#% Vacation

» Weekly Vacation Rentals

« Heated Swimming Pool
« Two Second Floor Sundecks

SANTA BARBARA,CA

Victor Evarone
Cabrillo Inn at the Beach
931 East Cabrillo Blvd.

Santa Barbara, CA 93103
(805) 966-1641
(800) 648-6708
www.cabrillo-inn.com



2009/2010 ELECTED OFFICERS and APPOINTED OFFICERS

President Michael Mead

895-9697
president@sbski.org

Vice President

John Rousseau

451-2203
johne_sb@yahoo.com ¥

Secretary

Lindy Graham
705-7587

lindygraham®@cox.net

Treasurer
John Brunner

jbrunneré6@cox.net
965-1189 &

. "7 Membership
L VNG i Jane Ferry 560-6744
b A janiecakes@gmail.com

=

Past President
Lily Smolenske  692-0721
lsmolenske@yahoo.com

Weeklong Trips Captain
Tom Doolittle 964-9510
tom-doolittle@cox.net

Weekend Trips Captain
mammothtrips@sbski.org
M Ritva Hiltunen
B 632-6072

Web Master

Tom Cameron
689-8139
tcameron@cox.net

Hospitality

Karen Lehrer
ambianz®earthlink.net
967-0820

Raffles & Elections
Jim Victor
plugger@west.net
686-9779

Bartender

Mel Fassett
mjf@ppplaw.com
637-0688

Ritva Hiltunen
ritva@ritva.net
682-6072

Summer Sports Director
Gary Longaberger 886-4817
yen2ski@gmail.com

We are lOO‘(iﬂg FOF VOlUﬂtCCrS...

president@sbski.org
www.sbski.org

(805) 895-9697

Santa Barbara, CA 93160

Club email
Club web page
Club hotline
P.0.Box 6751




