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Plenty of exciting May & June events this Spring & Summer!
Welcome to our newly Elected Board Ofýcers!



Message from the President
Ski season is over for the Club and we had 

an awesome time with lots of trips to many 
destinations and plenty of fun for all. As I start an-
other year as President I want to thank you all for 
your support and to also recognize, as well as intro-
duce, the board members that make it all happen. 

Taking over as Trip Captain for Greg Loshak, 
who ran a superb season in Mammoth, is for-
mer Social Director Ritva Hiltunen who will 
be assisted by Cindy Young as continuing Co-
Captain. Our brief search for a replacement has been successful 
in Mary Ross who has graciously volunteered to step in as new 
Social Director. Dennis Dierený eld managed two stupendous 
week-long trips this year and continues as Week-long Trip Captain. 

Based on last month’s ski survey results, it looks like the club is 
heading to Vail, Colorado next year. Tom Doolittle has Lake Ta-
hoe in the plans for next season as well. Former Vice President 
Tara Brown, who did a fabulous job organizing our entertaining 
meeting topics and guests, is now taking on the Publicity posi-
tion and will send out club news via e-mail. We’ll miss Michael 
Mead’s witty e-mail blasts as he takes over as new Vice President.
John Brunner is Treasurer once again and will keep us on track 
to ensure that our ý nances are sound. Jane Ferry continues as 
Membership and does a marvelous job, especially during Kick-
Off’s mad rush. Lindy Graham retains her position as Secretary 
and thanks to her detailed notes helps maintain history on all club 
issues. Hospitality chairs Jim Victor & Karen Lehrer contin-
ue their outstanding service which includes organizing our many 
rafþ es and fun bike rides as well as our New Member Spotlights. 

Tom Cameron stays on as webmaster and will keep us informed 
with calendar listings and great photos. Former Ways & Means’ 
Mel Fassett will continue her much appreciated service by serv-
ing up smiles and refreshments during our meetings. Art Hill’s 
creativity really brought the Sitzmark to the next level and 
Joseph Gallo is courageously brandishing the baton. If you 
saw his mesmerizing photo slideshow at our last meeting, you 
know we’re lucky to have John Rousseau continue as club 
photographer. Recent past President, Krista Morley, will enjoy 
a well deserved break but is staying involved by leading the 
Mammoth Bluesapalooza trip later this summer. 

So next time you see our board members, let them know that 
you appreciate their contributions as much as I do. We have 
lots of summer activities planned so check the Sitzmark, the e-
mail blasts, and the calendar at www.sbski.org regularly. Thank 
you for your support and I look forward to another great season.
            

                                               Lots of love,
                                        Lily

Happy  Birthday
May  Babies

Candice Anderson       5/2
Bob Bartlett               5/4 
Victor Evarone         5/6
Gary Longaberger      5/6
Tara Brown          5/14
Teresa Mullins           5/24
Gregg Patronyk          5/31

 Advertise Your Business!
   Let your fellow Ski Club members                    
         know about what you do!

  

Place your ad or business card 
in the Sitzmark for only 
$99  per year. (10 issues)

 __________________________
For more information, please contact your

  Ski Club President or Sitzmark Editor.



N E W  B O A R D 
TA K E S  O F F I C E  M AY  1 s t

We congratulated our new Ski Club Execu-
tive Board at the Club’s last meeting of the 

season at the Downtown Brewing Company on 
April 12, 2008.   There was a large turnout and we 
had the “pool table” room to ourselves all evening.  

The highlight of the evening was the installation once 
again of Lily Smolenske as Ski Club President for 
the coming year!  Michael Mead and Ritva Hiltunen
join the Executive Board as Vice President and Trip 
Captain respectively.  Everyone else volunteered again!

The Ski Club 2008-09 elected Executive Board is:

President – Lily Smolenske
Vice President – Michael Mead

Secretary – Lindy Graham
Treasurer – John Brunner
Membership – Jane Ferry

     Weekend Trip Captains – 
Ritva Hiltunen & Cindy Young

   Week-Long Trip Captains – 
Dennis Dierený eld & Tom Doolittle

With approval of the Executive Board, the Presi-
dent appoints the other positions on the Board.  
Mary Ross has accepted the role of new Social 
Director and will coordinate a summer pool party, outdoor 
activities, the Halloween party, and other Ski Club events. 

We’re still in need of someone creative to help us plan 
next year’s Spring Fling dance and auction, our premiere 
event that    raises   money   for   the   club’s annual  oper-
ating expenses.  If you’re interested in volunteering your 
talents and helping out, please call Lily at: 692-0721!

It has been fun serving on the Board with Lily and 
her team.  We have so many fun activities planned for the 
summer already!  But don’t worry, I’m not going away.  
Michael Mead and I are switching jobs! I will be send-
ing out the e-mail blasts as Publicity Director next year.
   _________________________________________

If you are not getting Ski Club e-mails and wish to be 
added to our mailing list, please e-mail Tara Brown at: 

sbski.publicity@yahoo.com

  by Tara Brown



This year our second week long trip this year was to a 
sort of “Mystery Spot” where the club had never skied 
before: Crested Butte, Colorado. We were all concerned 
that it would be either too tough or too easy, but as it 
turned out it was just as Goldilocks said: “Just right!” 
Our accommodations were again ýrst class with 
a great four star hotel located right on the slopes. The 
area experienced the heaviest snowfall of the last 
20 years and it continued for us, snowing nearly 15-
inches the ýrst night and 6-inches the second. Many 
of us spent several days skiing with the guides who 
took different groups at their own comfort level. 

Someone, who shall remain nameless, told the ski 
school that some dudes from Santa Barbara wanted to 
ski some really extreme stuff, so they recruited a cou-
ple of young guys who they said would work out the 
“kinks” for us. Crested Butte not only has the most dou-
ble-black runs of any resort in the US, but also the steep-
est run, Rambo, at white-knuckling 52-degrees! Looking 
over the edge, you would swear it went straight down.  
We skied some great runs with names like Elevator 
Shaft, Banana Peel, Phoenix Stairs, Head Wall and, 
last but not least, the deadly Body Bag. Conditions 
were so good I can report at least 11 people skied dou-
ble-black runs for the ýrst time. The top of the moun-
tain was never groomed and the bottom was spruced to 
within an inch of its life each night. However, so few 
people were skiing that it was like corduroy all day. 
One of our favorite runs during the week was from the 

top of Head Wall (which is slightly steeper than Dave’s, 
but about three times as long with soft snow) to the bot-
tom of the mountain just about as fast as we could go. 
This group included Scott Turnbull, John Baum Curtis 
Ridling Tom Dolittle, John Rousseau, Larry Brugge, 
Donna Gill, Tim Mason Greg Patronyk, Dennis For-
ster, and myself. There was another very unique aspect 
about Crested Butte: The Ice Bar. This is an outdoor 
bar made entirely of blocks of ice, which made a great 
stopping place on the last run down the hill.   Spies 
on the slopes also reported seeing Bob Mclean, Bar-
bara Barker, Angelika Baum, Rod Durham, Robin Di-
erenýeld, Colette Mason, Ralph Daniel, & Tracy Allen 
all skiing BLACK DIAMOND RUNS.  Big Cajones!!!

One of our members skis with a rabbit’s foot in his parka. 
That would be our very own Tom Doolittle who had the 
misfortune of straying a tad too far to the right on one run, 
which got him onto the deadly Body Bag run. Suddenly, 
we hear a faint voice coming from way up on the hill: 
“I’m stranded!” And, indeed he was he was—between 
two cliffs and in deep snow.  However, Tom was rescued 
by the ski patrol, which made him rappel down a 75-foot 
cliff. And all it cost him was a suitcase of beer! May want 
to trade in that rabbit’s foot for a pocket GPS, Tom.  We 
swapped tall tales at the nightly wine & cheese parties 
and enjoyed some terriýc restaurants just down the hill 
in the quaint city of Crested Butte. In the end, everyone 
agreed it was a fantastic week. Those of you who missed 
it, please feel free to kick yourself three times for doing so.




